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ones are still unaccounted for. Their hearts 
have a very big hole that will never be filled. 

The POW/MIA flag is posted in my federal 
offices and on the wall behind my desk. I am 
proud of the role I played in authoring legisla-
tion to require that flag to be flown at federal 
facilities on patriotic holidays. 

POW families will not forget their loved 
ones. Nor will this Nation. Wherever it takes 
us, for as long as it takes us, we will work to 
bring them home.
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REMEMBERING OUR FORMER 
PRISONERS OF WAR 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to be here tonight to commemorate ‘‘National 
Former Prisoners of War Recognition Day.’’

Sacrifice. It’s a word we all know. All of us 
have made some sacrifices in our lives. We 
make sacrifices for our family, for our close 
friends, even for our neighbors and coworkers. 

Anyone who has ever served or is serving 
in our Armed Forces knows that military life 
requires many sacrifices. Over one million 
Americans have given their lives, the ultimate 
sacrifice, while serving in our nation’s Armed 
Forces. 

Throughout history, the brave men and 
women of our Armed Forces have risked their 
lives. They have done so not merely for family 
or coworkers, but for a cause represented by 
the American flag—the freedom to choose and 
the liberty to succeed. 

But no one knows the meaning of sacrifice 
better than America’s former prisoners of war. 
All those who have been POWs know the true 
meaning of freedom. They have paid a tre-
mendous price for the liberty we all cherish. 
Their service and sacrifice, and that of their 
fellow veterans, make our way of life possible. 

Throughout the history of the United States, 
more than 500,000 Americans have been 
taken prisoner. Each of these courageous 
men and women has experienced horrors un-
imaginable in the annals of civilized existence. 
Most have endured long-term deprivation of 
freedom and the loss of human dignity. Today, 
many continue to experience prolonged battles 
with various illnesses and other disabilities. 

There are no words to adequately describe 
the sacrifices made by our former POWs. 
Humble words can never repay the debt we 
owe these brave men and women. However, 
special days like today provide us with the op-
portunity to reflect upon the terror that these 
great Americans endured in service to their 
country. 

While we can never fully comprehend the 
suffering they experienced, we must respect 
their unwavering dedication to life. Without 
question, American POWs have demonstrated 
an unfailing devotion to duty, honor and coun-
try. 

Their service helped preserve our freedom 
through two world wars and regional conflicts 
of the cold war era. Our former prisoners of 
war have given more than most Americans will 
be called upon to give for their country. 

As we honor our former POWs tonight, we 
are reminded of our current prisoners of war 
being held in Iraq. We pray for their safe re-
turn and are working to secure their freedom. 

‘‘Former Prisoners of War Recognition Day’’ 
serves as a poignant reminder of the sacrifice 
and commitment of all the American men and 
women whose patriotism has been tested by 
the chains of enemy captivity. 

Their experiences underscore our debt to 
those who place their lives in harm’s way and 
stand willing to trade their liberty for ours. As 
a nation, we must always remember the sac-
rifices made by our men and women in uni-
form.
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SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING 
SYSTEMATIC HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS IN CUBA COM-
MITTED BY CASTRO REGIME 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER DEUTSCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2003

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of the Resolution condemning the ar-
rest of Cuban political dissidents. 

As the United States and the world’s atten-
tion is focused on Iraq, Fidel Castro and his 
regime in Cuba have abruptly ended a per-
ceived period of leniency and burgeoning de-
mocracy, by undertaking one of the harshest 
crackdowns against internal dissent. If the 
Castro regime believes that the arrest and 
conviction of 80 political dissidents in ‘‘kan-
garoo courts’’ for daring to advocate free 
speech and other rights for the people of 
Cuba will be ignored by the United States, 
Castro is greatly mistaken. My colleagues and 
I in the U.S. Congress have spoken in a uni-
fied voice condemning the unwarranted ar-
rests of Cuban dissidents, and we will con-
tinue to aid Cuban people in gaining the basic 
human rights. 

One individual to be tried in the ‘‘summary 
trials’’ which bear little semblance of justice is 
Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet, a physician who has 
first-hand knowledge of Cuban prisons for his 
activism on behalf of human rights. In Feb-
ruary 2000, he was imprisoned and tortured 
for hanging the Cuban flag upside down, an 
undeniable act of non-violent civil disobe-
dience. Dr. Biscet’s freedom in October 2002 
was short-lived and within months, this sup-
porter of Dr. King’s and Thoreau’s peaceful 
methods of political change, has again been 
arrested for political dissidence and now faces 
life imprisonment under the draconian ‘‘Law 
91.’’

Sharing in Dr. Biscet’s good intentions, and 
sadly his fate of imprisonment, is Raul Ramon 
Rivero, an independent journalist and leader 
of the Cuban newspaper service. He is an-
other nonviolent activist who was arrested on 
preposterous charges and sentenced to 20 
years in prison for the simple possession of a 
Sony tape recorder and a Samsung computer, 
universal tools for most reporters. As numer-
ous members of the Cuba Society of Inde-
pendent Journalists like Rivero have been ar-
rested and imprisoned, information emanated 
to the Cuban people has been severely lim-
ited.

Marta Beatriz Roque, a Cuban economist, 
also faces 20 years in prison for political dis-
sent. The Castro regime arrested Ms. Roque, 
and other economists like her, for speaking 
the truth about the failings of the Cuban com-

munist economy. As was true with the histori-
cally similar failing Soviet economy, Castro’s 
silencing of all economic criticism will not pre-
vent the Cuban people from knowing the re-
ality of their impoverished economic situation. 

Castro’s arrest of these and other political 
dissidents, many of whom signed the ‘‘Joint 
Statement’’ highlighting the regime’s failures, 
is a Stalinist tactic aimed at stifling popular un-
rest. This joint statement, published on March 
9, 2003, reiterated the well-known facts that 
the regime refuses to ‘‘respect the internation-
ally recognized human rights or accept the ex-
istence of legitimate political opposition.’’ Cas-
tro’s harsh tactics will only stall the inevitable, 
the establishment of a free and democratic 
Cuba. The people of Cuba are impoverished 
and oppressed, and they are no longer 
swayed by Castro’s empty rhetoric of helping 
‘‘the people.’’

Dr. Biscet’s, Rivero’s, and Roque’s passion 
for democracy and human rights for the peo-
ple of Cuba is both inspiring and contagious, 
and this is what Castro fears most. The tides 
are turning against the Castro regime. His re-
cent assaults on his own people epitomize 
Castro’s true nature, his inability to ever be 
anything other than a fear-driven, totalitarian 
despot. These arrests and amplified oppres-
sion stress his anxiety and his desperate at-
tempts to maintain power. Only the strong and 
the courageous can affect change, and we in 
the United States will continue to stand with 
those who strive to bring freedom to Cuba.
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HONORING THE DILLARD HIGH 
SCHOOL BOYS, SOUTH BROWARD 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS, AND DEER-
FIELD BEACH HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAMS ON 
THE OCCASION OF WINNING 
THEIR RESPECTIVE FLORIDA 
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIPS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my distinct pleasure to give national recogni-
tion to three phenomenal high school basket-
ball programs in my district. The Dillard High 
School Boys and South Broward High School 
Girls Basketball Teams have accomplished 
what many would consider a miraculous feat: 
each school has won four consecutive Florida 
state basketball championships. The Deerfield 
Beach High School Girls Basketball Team is 
also to be honored for winning Florida’s 2003 
Class 6A Championship, the largest division in 
Florida high school sports. 

We often associate good coaching with star 
athletes and great strategy. However, Darryl 
Burrows and Abby Ward, Dillard and South 
Broward High Schools’ respective coaches, 
have shown much more than an ability to out-
wit the competition. Their teams have contin-
ually dominated the competition, and each 
team is considered one of the best in the 
country. 

Additionally, Everett Jackson, Deerfield 
Beach High’s coach, lead a team that over-
came many obstacles in route to one of Flor-
ida’s most prestigious high school champion-
ships. He and his players too are to be com-
mended for a job well done. 
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Great high school sports programs promote 

character and leadership. The great accom-
plishments of these fine programs instill pride 
in their students and the entire South Florida 
community. Most importantly, these young stu-
dent-athletes will carry with them the knowl-
edge that they are champions, and they can 
be victorious over any challenge that life 
brings their way. 

I submit for the RECORD the names of the 
coaches, principals, and athletes so that their 
incredible accomplishments will forever be 
documented by this body.

Dillard High School, Ft. Lauderdale, Flor-
ida, 2002–2003 Florida Class 6A Boys Basket-
ball Championship, Principal, Rayfield Hen-
derson, Coach, Darryl Burrows, Chris John-
son, Kevin Thomas, Johnny Williams, 
Marcus Edward, Joe McCray, Vincent 
Mosley, Micheal Reddick, Jermaine Haynes, 
Chris Rawls, Jimmy Tobias, Louis Holmes, 
Lavell Payne, Marcus Allen, Pat Sims, and 
Renarko Cunningham. 

Deerfield High School, Deerfield Beach, 
Florida, 2002–2003 Florida Class 6A Girls Bas-
ketball Championship, Principal, Kathleen 
Martinez, Coach, Everett Jackson, Kendra 
Goodley, Charnika Foster, Shuteamia 
Brayboy, Cristal Randolph, Chytearra 
Kintchen, Princess Stewart, Lakeena 
Gillion, Jessica Brown, Virginia Gregoire, 
Veronica Randolph, Kentrina Wilson, 
Ju’Erica Overstreet, Monteza Hepburn, and 
Chalice McMillian. 

South Broward High School, Hollywood, 
Florida, 2002–2003 Florida Class 5A Girls Bas-
ketball Championship, Principal, Steven 
Pomerantz, Coach, Abby Ward, Julia Noga, 
Domonique Thomas, Alysha Harvin, Keunta 
Miles, Brittany Washington, LaShaunda 
Slade, Krystle Stanley, Tonya Holmes, 
LaQuetta Ferguson, and Lamese James.
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TRIBUTE TO PRIVATE JESSICA 
LYNCH ON NATIONAL FORMER 
PRISONER OF WAR RECOGNITION 
DAY 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL, II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to America’s heroes on National 
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. 

The holiday is all the more poignant this 
year. This year the world celebrated the res-
cue of POW Private Jessica Lynch from an 
Iraqi hospital. This brave West Virginia woman 
fought capture as she watched her comrades 
die next to her. West Virginians are especially 
proud of the rescue of one of our own and 
proud of the troops, including some of West 
Virginia’s own National Guard, who were in-
volved in her return. This was a truly remark-
able moment for West Virginia’s service men 
and women. 

We may never know all the details of the or-
deal Private Lynch endured while held in Iraqi 
captivity. Like so many POWs before her, not 
only are there physical wounds to heal but 
mental and spiritual. As Americans, it is our 
duty to welcome back these heroes who 
fought for our freedom. We must give all of 
our returned POWs the support they require 
and deserve and share with them our pride in 
their sacrifice to the Nation. We give thanks to 
God for the return of our POWs and ask Him 
to watch over our soldiers and our Nation.

REMEMBERING IAN D.W. SUTHER-
LAND, LIEUTENANT COLONEL, 
U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES (RE-
TIRED) 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, this week, as 
we watch the events unfolding in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, our hearts go out—not just to 
the Iraqi people who we are liberating from 
tyranny and oppression—but to our dear brave 
friends, the men and women in uniform serv-
ing in the American Armed Forces. 

The men and women of our Armed Forces 
have been on the front lines in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and other conflicts throughout our 
country’s history. Some of these men and 
women are easy to see. They are on tele-
vision, in newspapers and some have even 
called in to talk to radio reporters about the 
latest happenings on the battlefield. 

Others are not so easy to see, but their 
work does not go unnoticed. They are the 
Special Forces. This week, in Missouri’s 
Bootheel one of our own retired Special 
Forces was lost. 

Retired U.S. Army Lt. Col. Ian D.W. Suther-
land passed away after a skydiving accident. 
Lt. Col. Sutherland was a longtime resident 
and friend to many in the Cape Girardeau 
County area. Raised in Tennessee, Lt. Col. 
Sutherland entered the U.S. Army in 1951. 
During his military career he was a member of 
the Old Guard—the Army ceremonial unit—
and participated in the state funerals of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy and Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur. 

He served three tours of duty in Vietnam, 
was associated with the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion (Green Berets), and was assigned to the 
U.S. Embassy in Tehran, Iran. He retired from 
the Army as a lieutenant colonel from the Spe-
cial Forces School at Ft. Bragg, North Caro-
lina. His service was recognized by many. He 
was the recipient of many awards including 
the Silver Star, two Legion of Merits, and five 
Bronze Stars. 

But when he retired, he didn’t simply sit 
back and enjoy watching life. Instead, he went 
on to law school and furthered his lifelong ca-
reer in public service by serving as an assist-
ant prosecuting attorney. At the time of his 
death, he was the First Assistant prosecuting 
attorney in Cape Girardeau County. In a 15-
year career as a trial lawyer, he prosecuted 
thousands of cases and tired 123 jury trials. 

Mr. Speaker, even though Lt. Col. Suther-
land is no longer here, his work, his commit-
ment and his love of God, country and service 
continue. And like so many who came before 
him and those who fellow after, he served his 
country with distinction and honor—and that is 
how we in Missouri will always remember him.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
FEDERAL PROCUREMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ACT OF 2003

HON. LANE EVANS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing H.R. 1712, the ‘‘Veterans Federal Pro-

curement Opportunity Act of 2003.’’ This bill 
provides numerous checks and balances to 
assure that veteran small business owners re-
ceive appropriate consideration when pursuing 
Federal contracts. This measure also provides 
the mechanisms to achieve goals for awarding 
federal contracts to specified small business 
concerns already established by Congress. It 
further establishes a Development Program for 
Small Business Concerns Owned and Con-
trolled by Qualified Service-Disabled Veterans; 
provides for a 3% Federal procurement partici-
pation goal for veteran-owned small busi-
nesses; increases the Government-wide Fed-
eral small business participation goal from 23 
to 28 percent; eliminates double counting of 
small business categories; credits both prime 
contracts awarded to small businesses and 
applicable small business subcontracts award-
ed by prime contractors towards the achieve-
ment of an agency’s small business participa-
tion goals; provides for a penalty to be as-
sessed to prime contractors who fail to utilize 
small business firms outlined in subcontracting 
plans subsequent to a contract award; pro-
vides a restriction on the use of funds by an 
agency in the subsequent year after failing to 
meet its small business subcontracting goals; 
authorizes the appropriation of $1 million an-
nually for the National Veterans Business De-
velopment Corporation in fiscal years 2005 
and 2006, and extends authorization for the 
Advisory Committee on Veterans Business Af-
fairs through September 30, 2009. 

Like our veterans of prior wars, our men 
and women in uniform have fought with cour-
age and honor during the war to win freedom 
for the people of Iraq. As we have witnessed 
our servicemen and women prosecute Iraqi 
Freedom, we have watched our best and 
bravest confront the horrors of war to defeat 
the forces of evil. As a nation we are grateful 
and the men and women who so unselfishly 
serve this nation in our Armed Forces. We are 
thankful not only for today’s soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines, but for the veterans who 
have blazed the trail before. 

Our servicemen and women have given 
much to this nation. We, in turn, as a nation 
have a profound obligation to them. We must 
provide the medical care our veterans need as 
well as promptly adjudicate their claims for 
service-connected disability. In addition, we 
should provide those veterans who elect to 
begin a business of their own with an oppor-
tunity to do so upon their return to civilian life. 
Our veterans have much to contribute to this 
nation following their service in uniform to this 
country. The time veterans have spent in serv-
ice to this country, however, has competitively 
disadvantaged them in the marketplace rel-
ative to those not sacrificing a break in their 
careers in service to this country. 

Veterans who have been inflicted with serv-
ice-connected disabilities are placed at an 
even higher disadvantage. Service-disabled 
veterans may not be readily accepted into tra-
ditional employment, or their disabilities may 
be such that they are unable to adapt to a tra-
ditional 9–5 job. Despite their disabilities, 
these veterans continue to be both creative 
and innovative, and have much to contribute 
to this nation’s productive capacity—‘‘We owe 
them this chance!’’ 

Our nation has not achieved its goals for 
contracting with requisite categories of small 
business concerns. For federal contracting 
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